Multiple vertebral segmentation defects. Brief report of three patients and nosological considerations.
Multiple vertebral segmentation defects i.e. multiple malformations of vertebrae and ribs are characterized by short neck, scoliosis, short trunk and deformity of the ribcage. There are three major subtypes; Jarcho-Levin syndrome, spondylothoracic dysostosis and spondylocostal dysostosis, with different inheritance patterns, survival rates and associated malformations. We describe three cases of multiple vertebral segmentation defects, two with familial spondylothoracic dysostosis and one with sporadic spondylothoracic dysostosis, and anomalies i.e. super-numerary breast, clubfeet deformity, myelomeningocele, intradural lipoma, and Arnold-Chiari malformation.